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5. Counting from x (where x>0) by 2s, 5s and 10s

Given a non-zero starting point, can count by 2s, 5s and 10s to a given target.

a. Make Your Counters Count (Worksheet 11)
Materials:  one gameboard per group (enlarge to A3 size or even bigger), one counter per
student

Group size: Small groups

Students take turns to throw their counter onto the gameboard from a distance of about 1m.
The area in which their counter lands will determine their score for that throw.  Students keep
their own running total of their score. The first student to reach 50 points wins. If the counter is
touching any part of a line, it is a score of 1 point only.

b. Dice Count
Materials: Two dice marked +2, +2, +5, +5, +10, +10

Group size: Pairs or small group

Students roll the dice, total the score on both dice and add this to their running total. They may
continue having turns until they decide to “bank” their score and pass their turn onto the next
student. If, however, before they “bank” their score they roll a double (i.e. two 2s, two 5s or two
10s) they lose all of their points for this turn. The first student to reach 100 points wins.

c. Stand Up Sit Down
Refer to Peter Sullivan – Short Flexible Maths Games

Materials: None

Group size: Whole class

This activity is designed purely as an individual challenge for the students. It is important that it
is not portrayed as a competitive activity. Students try to improve their previous performance by
remaining standing for a greater number of rounds each time they play. The activity can be
concluded when a small number of students are left, rather than just one.

To begin the activity all members of the class are standing. The teacher gives an oral addition
sum such as 5+2 which students must calculate in their heads and keep the total. The teacher
then builds upon this with another questions such as +10, which the students must add to the
previous total. The students remain standing for as long as they can keep track of the total.
When they have “lost” the total they quietly sit in their seat and wait for the conclusion. It is
useful to begin with easier questions and gradually increase the difficulty and speed of delivery.

It is important that the teacher keeps a record of the questions given, so that a whole class
activity at the conclusion can be to check that the final total that the last students standing had
was actually correct. As mentioned above, students are praised for improving their own number
of rounds standing, rather than for being the  last person standing.
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The questions given can be selected to suit the focus of the class, at this time counting by 2s,
5s and 10s from x where x > 0.

d. How Does Your Garden Grow? (Worksheet 12)
Materials: Worksheets for the group, die marked +2, +2, +5, +5, +10, +10

Group size:  Small Group

Students roll dice and number off (counting by 1s) the corresponding number of petals on a
flower. When the next student rolls they continue numbering the petals on the same flower until
it is complete, and then start on the next flower if necessary.

i.e. Flower 1 is numbered 1 – 10

Flower 2 is numbered 11 – 20

Flower 3 is numbered 21 – 30

The student who numbers the last petal on a flower writes their name in the centre. Play for a
set period of time (eg. ten minutes). The student who has their name in the greatest number of
flowers at the end wins.

e. Choose Your Own Bingo (Worksheet 13)
Materials: Blank bingo template for each student, counters, two dice

Group size: Small group

Students select four numbers between 2 and 12 (they may have repeats, but the number must
come up twice) and write these onto their bingo card. The students then take it in turns to roll
the two dice and add them to find the total. If the total appears on their own bingo card they may
cross it off. Play then passes to the next student. The first student to win is the one who crosses
off all of their numbers.

 


